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Documentary is the debut album by solo artist Rolan Vega . Synthesizer 
expert, art-fi lm afi cionado, and enthusiastic upstart of Chicago ‘s vibrant 
electro/synth scene, he has compiled years’ worth of his favorite synthe-
sizer vignettes into a comprehensive debut album. 

Is Documentary a collection of works for actual short fi lms and media, 
or an attempt to pay tribute to the synth epics of media music’s past? 
Both. Most of the music in Documentary was written as live scores for 
short fi lms, including Vega’s own Super 8s. But at the core of this eff ort 
one fi nds his love for ‘library music’ (the anonymous, public-domain 
music composed for UK media in the 60s and after), as well as the 
synthetic, futuristic theme music of 1980ies American Public Broadcast-
ing programming. But like all ComLib artists, Vega is too individualistic 
to simply be re-enacting musics of the past: all kinds of extra elements 
leak into Documentary , making it a work that straddles the line be-
tween classic and alien. Vega’s ambiguous, dream-like presentation and 
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TRACK LIST

1. Painted By Children 

2. Motion Crisiis 

3. Surface Cleanse 

4. Viva Myria 

5. Skypoint Fall 

6. Playlite 

7. Bells of York 

8. Lense Flare On 

9. 4 Autiim 

10. Nether 

11. Surface Cleanser 

12. Morning Call 

13. Something Wrong 

with Today 

14. Guiitav 

15. Documentary
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“Documentary’s momentum primarily comes from ebbs of analog synthe-

sizer — Vega’s tool of obsession — making it nearly impossible to fi nd a 

sharp edge anywhere. The layers of album highlight “Motion Crisiis” slide 

over each other like fuzzy, ethereal tectonic plates, while “Lense Flare On” 

sizzles through washes of white noise, and “Morning Call” soothes with a 

softly fl ickering analog drone.” 

- Michael Byrne, Earplug

“This record is fl awless, literally entirely comprised of record-

ings made to a little tape machine, all the synth parts played 

by hand, including some wildly acrobatic arpeggiations care 

of his roommate. The aesthetic is blurred and beautiful, the 

music heartbreaking without ever being maudlin.”

- URB Digital

tendency to shift between shorter, passing pieces gives a sense of constant motion 
and change. These vignettes are not TV-studio enabled audiophilia; rather, these 
are home-recorded, four-track-tape infl ected morsels of sound. Vega has collided 
the melancholic, low fi  aesthetic of early 90ies Bristol artists like Flying Saucer 
Attack with the epic, arpeggiating ambience of synth maestros such as Michael 
Stearns, Richard Pinhas, Biosphere, and TONTO. A few of his tracks even resemble 
the sand-blasted melodic noise of composers like Tim Hecker or Chris Herbert. 

Rolan Vega’s mixed-up revisions of anonymous media music, and his recombina-
tion of lo-fi  experimentalism with synthesizer majesty hits a perfect spot for us, and 
we hope it does for you as well. Vega is perpetually working on new material in this 
vein, as well as yet-to-be-released pop electro. Stay tuned for more great music 
from this new artist, ComLib associate, and Chicago scene-motivator.


